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My Honeſt Fu INM M öͤĩð 
„VII being the Cuſtom to deliver a 
*1 ſhort Diſcourſe from the Pulpit, 
RS otherwiſe yot bear too hard upon 
the Patience of the Hearers, IT 
was forced, for the Sake of Bre- 
vity, to omit ſeveral Particulars whicktare 
now put into their proper Place. 
In the Publiſhing of theſe few Sheets, I 
deſire that you would make uſe of a Food 
ſort of Paper, and a full Letter, that the 
Reader be not diſpleaſed at the firſt Sight, 
and thereby become unwilling to run his 
Eyes through the Performance. — 


422 Bauen 


iir To a. 22 
BNBLIEVE me, it is not the Perſon of 
5 any Man alive that I reflect upon in what 
Follows, but it is the Vice of every Man 
who lives in a continued Practiſe thereof, 
from which I the more earneſtly endeavour 

to diſſuade; at the lame time propoling a 

Remedy. | 

I douBT not of yo 

in what relates to the 
you will _—y Oblige, 


our At Accurac 


mpreſſion, 11 which 


AF 1 144 TP": Afured Friend, 


PHILIT Ayscovan: 
oa ne IT 1 Ne 
Febr. 18. ht | El, 1768 


0 1 


o 
7 a | 


1 Epiſt. of St. PETER, | Chap. IV. Ver. 7. | 
The End of all Things is at hand ; be ye theres 
fore ſober, and watch unto Prayer. © | 


k Text hath two general Branches. I. A 
D cclaration to be believed. II. An Exhortation 
5 to be put in Practice. A Declaration for our 
Learning, and an Exhortation to be put in Practice 
by our living. The Declaration hath two Particulars to he con- 
ſidered: 1. All Things ſhall have an End. 2. That the End 
of all Things is at Hand. The Exhortation is threefold ; or 
it conſiſts 5 three principal Duties; Sobriety, Watchfulnels, 
and Prayer. Firſt then, all things ſhall have an End; which 
General muſt have a Limitation, or an Explication, for if all 
things ſhall have an End, why ſhould I take Care either for 
my Body, or for my Soul, if both ſhall have an End > Why 
ſhould I ſeek after Heaven, if Heaven ſhall have an End? Or 
why ſhould I fear Hell, if that ſhall have an End too? How 
then are we to underſtand this Propoſition ? After this 
Fr - 000790 10-25 DB PER 6 


of Chriſt to Judgment, when there ſhall be a Diſſolution, and 


| E171 

manner; all fine, and mortal Things ſhall have an End, 
they all ſhall be diffolved ; ſo then by the End of all Things 
St. Peter would have us underſtand, ——_——_— 


of this World that now is, a Separation of the 
ood from the Bad, a Kingdom of Heaven for the one, 
and a Dungeon of everlaſting Darkneſs for the other; an 
End of all Things there ſhall be: Be ye therefore ſober, and 
watch unto Prayer. The Atheiſt and the Epicure, in the 5th 


of the firſt to the Cormihians, makes this Inference; Let us 


eat and drink for to morrow we die; this was to make 


an ill Uſe of our Mortality; therefore one of the Ancients 


s 


checks them thus, turning the Argument _ them : 


Let us eat and drink for to morrow ue ſhall die; what 
layeſt thou? Repeat it again; Let us eat and drink; ſo far 
well, the hungry Man may eat, and the thirſty. Man may 
drink; but go on, let us hear what follows, for to morrow 
ve ſhall die; layeſt thou ſo thou bold Adventurer | Why thou 
haſt fo terrified me, that I ſhall never joyn with thee in 
thy Courſe, of Life; truly by this laſt Sentence of thine 
thou baſt quite made me afraid, to remain in the Place 
where thou art: Hear thou a Leſſon from me, altoge- 
ther different from what thou ſayeſt ; Let us faſt and pray 


for to morrow we ſhall die. So that whereas the Epicure 
frames this Reaſon, all things ſhall have an End, let us eat 


and drink ; we muſt invert it, and ſay with St. Peter, all 
thing, ſhall have an End, therefore let us be. ſober, and 
watch unto Prayer. What is then the Reaſon of the Weak- 
neſs of the Epicutes Argument? This it was, becauſe he 
thought that' Death did i 


eſtroy both Soul and Body, and 
left 


Wo 

| left nothing remaining, whereas Death is but a Seq 
the Soul the Body; a Deſtruction of all ching; 
ctr not be, but a Deſtruction of Tome things, and 
a C 


of the Subſtances into nothing, but by the Akeration 


of the Qualities, by Diſſolution and Change: The Bid of | 
all Things is at hand; therefore be ſober, and watch unto | 


Now for the Proof of this Particular we have many 
Teſtimonies of Scripeure; in che 102 Pſal. we read, 'Thow 
afore time laid the Foundation of the Earth, and the 


thou ſhalt endure, they all foal} wax old as a Garment; 
and in the 13th of St. Mar. our Saviour expounding the 
Parable of the Tares, he faith, ſo all it be in the End of 
this World; therefote this World, or all things of this 
World have an End. The 2d Particular that I am 


— 


to yy to is this; that there ſhall not only be an End. 
of 


things, but chis End of all chings is at hand; theres 

| fore St. John ſpeaking of the End of the World ſays, 
| Behold he cometh, as if he was immediately to appear; he 
doch not ſay he ſhall come, or will come, as tho he ſpale 


of ſomething that was like to be hereafter ; and in the 


22d of the Revelations he ſaith, behold I come quickly, as. 
it he was juſt at hand; thetefote the ſame St. Jas in 


the World, or as ſome read it, the laſt Hour: And not 


only St. John and St. Peter aſſure us chat it is "I | 
| A 2 but 


— 


Heavens are the Works of rby Hands ; they all fall periſs, bur 


Epiſt. and che 2d Chap. tellech the Faithful of his Time, 
at the very Time wherein they lived, was the la Time : And 
why the laſt time 2 but becauſe it was towards the End of 


ange or Alteration of the reſt; not by Corruption 
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but likewiſe ſome of the other Apoſtles; for St. Jamel 
Chap. V. ſays, the Fudge ſtands before the Door. To be 
ſhort, St. Paul ſaid of himſelf, and the Saints that lived 
with him, that they were they on whom the Ends of the World 
Were come, 1 Cor. Chap. x. ver. 11. 30 
But you may object, how is this Saying of St. Peter, 
and of the other Apoſtles true, ſince it is a great deal above 
ſeventeen hundred Years ſince? Can that properly be ſaid at 
hand, to come quickly, to be the laſt time, it being not yet 
known when that time will come? St. Peter ſeems to 
anſwer. this in his 2d Epiſtle and at the 8th Verſe, in the 4 
zd Chap. Be not ignorant of this one thing, that one Day 
is with the Lord as a thouſand Tears, and a thouſand Tears 
as one Day; as if he ſhould have ſaid, altho' you think 
the End of the World is long in coming, and the Lord 
deferreth his coming a long time; yet it is not fo, yea 
tho he defetreth his coming for ſome thouſand Years, 
you mult remember that altho' a thouſand Years ſeems to 
us a long time, it is otherwiſe! with God, to whom no 
time is long; nevertheleſs for the fall Solution of this 
Doubt, it is the received Opinion, that by the End of all 
things, the Apoſtles did primarily believe, that the End 
of Þo Jewiſh State and Polity, their City, their Temple, 
and Worſhip was at hand, that the fatal Deſtruction of 
Feruſalem was now very near; therefore they were adviſed 
to be ſober, and temperate in all things, and watch that 
the Day of Viſitation might not take them unawares, and 
to pray for the averting of God's Wrath, and that they 
might not be overwhelmed, and buried in the Ruins. The 
Apoſtles likewiſe might ſuppoſe, that the Day of Judgment £ 


would 
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would immediately. ſucceed the Deſtruction of Feruſaltiy, being 4 


as we may very innocently believe, induc'd thereto, by our Sa 


viours Words in Chap. xxiv. Ver. 29. of St. Matthew's Golpel; 
Immediately after the Tribulation of thoſe Days, ſhall the Sun be Dark 
ned, and the Moon ſpall not give ber Light," and the Start gba! Fall 
from Heaven, and the Powers of Heaven ſhall be Shaken; Forget- 
ting, or not rightly Obſerving, that our Saviour had told them, 
as it is in Fer. 3 6. of the ſame Chap. That of that Day, and 
that Hour, Knoweth no Man, no, not - the Angels of Haan,, 
but the: Father only: And now in the OD 
5:0] d Place, the Exhortation comes to be conſidered; wherein 
three Chriſtian Duties, or Virtues, are Enjoyned us, | Sobriety, 
Watchfulneſs, and Prayer: The End of all Things is at hand; 
and the judge of the Quick and the Dead is at the Door read 
to take Ven of all Intemperance ; Be ye therefore Sober; 
the Day of his Coming is uncertain, but the Day of your 
Departure hence is certain, and that to you, is the End of al! 
Things upon Earth, be: ye therefore Vgilant m Watchful, and 
prepare for an — Fucurity which will immediately 
follow thereupon : Your frail Bodies ate not able to any good 
Degree to perform theſe Duties, pray therefore for the A. 
ſiſtance of God's holy Spirit, and it ſhall make the hardelt things - 
eaſy to you; Be Sober the Apoſtle means, uſe that Meaſure 
of Meat and Drink which by your conſtant Experience makes 
you fit both in Body and Mind for the Service of God, and 
the Duties of your Calling: The ſame Command our bleſſed 
Saviqur gives, Luke ch. xxi; v. 3 4. Take he leaſt at am time 
your Hearts be oppreſſed with Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs ; therefore 
it is the immoderate Uſe of Wine, and other ſpirituous Liquors, 
which is only poſitively forbidden; for the Vine which produces 
ſuch a ſalutary and wholeſome Juice, moderately uſed, is what is 
very innocent in che Sight God and Man, and it was God 
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himſelf who created that Plant for the Refreſhment of thoſe 
poor offending Creatures, and their Poſterity, who were turned 
out of Paradice; for even in the very midſt of Fudement Gad 
remembers. Mercy: And it is the Abuſe of ſo kind, ſo gene- 
rovs'a Gift of Divine Providence, by Exceſs and Intemperance, 
which is the Crime; ſor the ſtricteſt Man alive cannot but 
nt it not only allowable, but abſolutely neceſſary in ſeveral 
Medicinal Caſes, and other accidental Occaſions : But here lies 
the 7 780 Danger, by the excceding a due Moderation, from the 
miſchievous Conſequences there by adding Drunkenneſs to 
Thirſt, which often- is not only the Occaſion of committin 
of many Extrayaganecs which Men afterwards ate very 
aſhamed of, but hkeyile of per petrating the moſt heimous, the 
malt deplorable, and the moſt ttagical Fachs, which can be com- 
| mitted under the Sun: And this was the Reaſon why Lyourgas, 
a famous Zhracian King, obſerving the parnici Conſequences 
_ of drinking to Exceſs, ed, ho hen ng 
eee of 'z Divine Law, and the Obſervance thereof cm · 
manded bythe very Mouth of God himſelſ, which denouncos eter- 
nal Miſery, and everlaſting Puniſhment to thoſe who live, and die 
in this Vice, cannot prevail upon Men to be Sober and Vi- 
gilant, it canngt be expected that human Laws ſhall ever be 
able to work a Reformation in chis Caſe; ſo that all the ſe- 
rious Dehortations,. and Diſſuaſives, publick and private, with 
the ſecret Sorrow, Grief, and Concern for the Los. of ſo 
many human Souls; whom after 1 have taken, a long, and 
s 1 hope a joyful Fatewel, of this diſorderly, and greatly diſ- 
| eig World of - ours, becoming true Penitents, I ſhall be 
glad to meet and embrace in the bleſſed Habitations of thoſe 
the fake of my own. Soul, and for the fake of not betraying 
— my 
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fir advanced Age continttally ＋ x 10 mind how lab 
I am every . 5 to be # e att Account 
my Words and Deeds; I fay I es Fog dare not, but tel 
then phinſy, who live in 2 State of drluking to Excels; if 
they do not ſtedfaſtly reſolve, and bring that Reſolution its 
conſtant Practice; fo chat they will never once again be gullty 
of an Act of 2 y ve publick Teſtimon 

the World, that they go on, ee in an hab 
Courſe, of Virtue; Sobriery, 464 4 Cheb, they are loft,” and 
undone for ever, they can never ſee the Face of God); for 


St. Part tells us in the 1 zth' Chapter of his Epiſtle ro che He 


2 and at che i 4th Vetſe, chat uh Holmeſs nd Mah 
nl» the Lord: And O the never fulliciently t be ap 
of thoſe happy Pericents, thoſe 7 5 Con- 
ran choſe Chriſtiary Heroes, who ſhall brayely ſtand it — 
all the Tamm, Scoffs, Contenift,, an Rebulter of ch 
met Companicns in Sim; for for great dall be their Reward 
in the ont of Heaven, ahd an 3 wich Praife 


and Thankſpivi rice, Bi rum th egiong of Irn 
mortality and Bae it ma Kt cen 4 7 Wl 
Men, Men of Confedrnon, tire, Men of ge 


of N 

Account, who ate Highly nale ud uſefül in probe 
ting the Intereſt and Advantage of their Native Colitirty, and 
che publick Benefit of the Community whete they live; who 

e Neaſon, Capacity, and a r Comput 30 VUnderltan 
ing in what wing to the well 1 
of, and Proviſion for che e r giving theilt 
Advice" and Affiſtance in whir belongs to 25 Tray r 
of Trade and Itiduſtry, ate ſufficiently tematkable; wi the _ 
better to perfect the Bufinels they have im harid, ate offen 
driver into #idnight —_— ox by lierle nh 0 dec 
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Who has the ſtrongeſt Head, they exceed the Bounds of Mo- 
deration; What is it then that can be ſaid in this Caſe? I an- 
ſwer, that altho the moſt plauſible Excuſes that can be made 
to ſoften this Sin of exceſſive Drinking, which at this time 
is one of the National Sins, can never palliate the Heinoul- 
neſs thereof; and tho we abominate the Vice, yet we cannot 
but wiſh, that thoſe very Men, may ſtill go on to employ 
their Thoughts upon what may be neceſſary for the Common- 
Good; and that the Giver of all good Things, out of his 
overflowing Mercy, would give them Health, Wealth, and 
Profj a together with all the Bleſſings, and Rewards that 
this World can beſtow, for their indefatigable Pains, and Dili- 
' gence, which upon all Occaſions they. readily. impart, and 
"communicate, for the ſake of their Brethren and Fellow-Citi- 
zens of this inferior Orb: And I cannot but think, that if it 
ſhould be my good Lot, together with many of you who are 
here preſent, to ſit amon þ. 4% that great Day of Ac- 
counts, nothing could affect us. ſo much in the midſt of our 
Triumphs, as to ſee thoſe who have merited ſo much Honour 
and Eſteem here upon Earth, Confounded, Dejected, and 
heavily moving along with them, . againſt whom. this dreadful 
Sentence is pronounc'd, Depart ye Curſed, What other Thin 
then can we better do for them than once more to Beg, = 
Beſeech the Almighty, that the happy Day may appear, which 
will incline them to retire from the conſtant Hurry, the daily 
Drudgery in the Buſineſs and Employments of this Life ; and 
to elcape-from that inveterate Cuſtom of time out of mind, 
which has ſo far prevail'd amongſt all Sorts and Degrees of 
Men, that High-Drinking ſeems as it were, to be eſtabliſhed by 
a2 Law: And to reſolve experimentally, to know what is that 
_ Pleaſure, that inexpreſſible Pleaſure, and Enjoyment of a cool, 
regular, and temperate Courſe of Life, which Men of News 
| 0 
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ſo. paſſionately recommend to the Uſe and Practice of the u- 
experienced, who upon a conſtant, and a long continued Trial; 
would certainly find, that they will ſooner chuſe to live under 
the Frowns of Fortune's Favourites, the Loſs of all the Prefer . 


ments this World hath in its Power to give, nay! even of Life® 
itſelf, than be guilty of one ſingle Act of Intemperance, aud 
be deprived of that Heaven in their Breaſt; and when it once 
comes to this, what Favours from above may not Man expect 
to aſſiſt, and bear up the Sinking of his Spirits  freguengly.; 
caſt down upon the Reflection of the great 12 ö 
his Time paſt, and invigorate his diſponding Heatt with ſuch 
Divine Conſolations as theſe: Be of good Cheer, thou haſt a 
ſtedfaſt Friend who will plead thy Cauſe before him who ever 
ſtands ready to receive what can be offered on the behalf of, 
the poor Penitent: Haſt thou been the vileſt Sinner that exvet 
breathed upon the Face of God's Earth? Haſt thou like a 
wretched Prodigal thrown away thy Hours and Days by Thou- 
ſands, and ten Thouſands > Haſt thou run through the whole: 
black Catalogue of Sins? Be ſorrowful and greatly 'aſhamed 
of thy Faults committed | ar ſo much Goodneſs, long Suf- + - 
fering, and Forbearance; bring thy broken and contrite Heart. 
pierced ghrough with the. Senſe of thy Sins even bleeding as 
it is in his Sight, and lay it down. at the Footſtool of his Mercy, 
Fear not; He will wait about thy Bed, and about thy Patch, 
with Healing under his Wings, and will apply all ſuitable Reme-- 
dies to all thy Wounds, and Bruiſes, and putrifying Sores, as the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks, and make thee Partaker of his everlaſting Joys: And. 
now not having Time ſufficient to inſiſt on the Duty of Prayer, - 
I ſhall briefly conclude this Diſcourſe by only ſpeaking to te 
Second Chriſtian Virtue, - and Duty, to which St. Peter, 
Exhorts here in my Text, namely, Yigilancy, or Watchfulneſsz.1 
a Duty often, Commended, and n 


[4] 

which ſuppoſes that we are very prone to the Vice thar is con- 
traty to it, which is Dulnefs, Drowfmeſs, and Security: Now 
here you are to underſtand a Spiritual Drowfineſs ney Secutity 
in Sin, in Carnal Pleafares, and in the Cares of chis Life; 
ſo alſo when the Scripture ſpeakerh of Watching, it nreanerh 
a Spiritual Watching againſt Sin unto Righteonſnefs, as the A- 

le ſpeaks in his fir 
ver. 34. Awake to Righteonſneſs and Sin nor; and int the 15th 
, Romans and the 11th Verſe, It is now' high time to awake 
bar 
Life of the Fleſt, unte) the Life of the Spirit in Chtiſt: And 


in the firſt to the Theſſalonians, Chap. 5. ver. 6. The Apoſtle 


oppoſeth waking to fleeping in Sin; Let ns not Sleep as others 
&o, fairly he, but let 2 and be ſober: Let us not lie down 
ay others do in Sleep, and Sluggiſfineſs, and ſo grow to a ſenſe- 


los cn in 4. _ as 2 do; from whom the 
Ignorance of God, like a darkſome Night, hath taken away 


Therefore it would do well, as often as we ftep © 

Honſes, carefully to confider, what we are going about, and 
to have a warchful Eye, leaſt char little Traytor it our Breaſt, 
which we are apt too paſſionately to admire, and :s it were, 
hug in our vety Boſom, I mean that entirely beloved Fett 
Blood of ours, leaſt it ſhould betray that too little regarded 
Friend and Companion, the immortal Soul, its conſtant Inha- 
birant,” and draw it in, as it paſſeth along through the buſineſs 


of the World, into ſome hurtful and vile Compliances: Satan 
therewith, 
being teady to aid and aſſiſt thoſe, whom the World hath 


and his Legions, who are in a ſtrict Confederacy 

turned aſide from the Paths of Virtue and Sobriety, from 

dietice, by leading them into a ſtate of Inſenſibili . 
Ain | 


Hence 


Epiftle to the Cormebians, Chapter 15. 


Sep, meaning that we ffiould be ſtirred up from che 


out of our 


being the Children of Light, become the Children of Difobe- 


* 


' 
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e it is ne 
— _— concerns, even all thoſe who are well ſertled 
all thePrinci 


=== ound ll fall not 
ſpeaks, Chap: 3. ver. 17. of his 2d Epiſtle. Let us continue 
to watch our Body, our Sou, our Thoughts, our Words, our 
Works. The Body to be a well fortified Citadel, 
N refides _— Regent of the ** Wat 
that leaſt a Breach be made therein, and thy Soul, 
and Miſtreſs chereof, be carried away cn Watch thy 5 
it is che Spouſe of Chriſt; watch it, that it doth not run after 
other Lovers: Watch thy Thoughts, for Thoughts are not free, 
as we commonly ſay, watch them that they be not evil; fort 
evil and wicked Thoughts ſeparate us from God, and the Com- 
munication of the Divine Spirit : Watch thy Words, that 83 
break not out into unbecoming paſſionate N 
any Diſhonourable hard Speeches that may off . 2 of 
the moſt holy God, leaſt he turn his Face from thee, when thou 
malt call upon him in the Day of Trouble; therefore Ded 
prayeth to God to ſer «Watch þ + his Mouth, and ward at 
the door of his Lips : He miſtruſts his own Stren Wiſdom. 
and therefore he prays God to keep faſt the Door, and taark: 
Por Words come forth; 1 a Centinel ee 8 Ther which. 
he inted to keep, leaſt an Enemy y that. Way: 
— vs ſaith he, 0 Lord before my" Mouth, and keep the 
- Door of my Lips, Pſal. 1 41. ver. 3. Watch your Eyes chat they- 
be not led away by the Sight of enticing Objects: Wateh your: 
Ears that they be not drawn in to liſten to the wanton and in- 
ſnaring Speeches of loſe Company, the which may engage y 
in — Friendſhips whereby you may Joſe your Credit, 7. 
ſteem and Reputation, the moſt precious fewel upon Earth; for 
evil Communication corrupts good Manners, as ſpeaketh the 2 = 


% 


my Chriflian Brethren, that we may ob. A 


e Stedfaftneſs, as St Perer 
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quity, to practice deceitful Works, miſchievous Arts, and ſecret 
Contrivances, which may diſturb the Peace of your Neighbour, 
or the Peace of your own Soul: Watch your Hands, that they be 
not full of Gifts, Extortion, unfair Dealing, and entirely cloſed up 
by unbounded Avarice; but let them be open to the induſtrious 

Poor, many of whom, 1 know, would moſt thankfully receive 
the Benefactions of the Rich, their Neceſſities being great, thro' 
ns 125 75 Trade in * Parts, by the Reaſon — = 
ulual Bulineſsand Employments, chi 2 the Labour of 
the Hand, whereby 3 they Foy dmg. — falling 
ſhort, they are become the true and proper Objects of Com- 
miſeration and Regard, to them whoſe Abilities may perſuade 


Watch your Feet that they run not along with the Workers of Ini- 4 


them to look that Way. And above all things let us watch our ; 


Hearts, for that is the Fountain and Foundation of all the Actions 
of human Life; and if that be clean, pure, and undefiled, all 


out Senſes will pay obedience thereto : And we ſhall manifeſtly * 


how, that our Hearts are upright, honeſt and ſincere in the 
Sight of God and Man, if by the conſtant Aſſiſtance of the 
Divine Spirit from above, we ſhall be able to accompliſh what 
we have fo happily begun, and to perfect Holineſs in the fear 
'of the Lord, by following the Directions which St. Peter gives 
in his 2d Epiſtle, Chap. 1. beginning at the 5th Ver. which 
is, to add to our Faith Virtue, and to Virtue Knowledge, and to 
| Knowledge Temperance, and to Temperance Patience, and to Patience 
 Godlmeſs, and to Godlmeſs Brotherly Kindneſs, and to Brotherly Kind- 
neſs Charity : That theſe things bemg m Us, and my they 
may make us to be neither barren nor unfruitful in the Knowledge 7 
* 


* 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; to whom with the Father and the Hol 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Power, Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, 


